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Elementary Schools 
Application Process
2020-2021 School Year

Office of Access and Enrollment 
Application Period:
September 30, 2019 to December 13, 2019 



GoCPS is a platform that manages the research, application, scheduling, notification, and 
acceptance process for families to apply to the following:

• All district high schools
• All charter high schools

All district elementary schools

*Charter elementary schools manage their 
own process

Three magnet preschool programs: 
Drummond, Inter-American, and Suder

**Chicago Early Learning, the city of 
Chicago’s pre-school application site, 
manages the application process for all 
other PreK programs

High School Elementary School * Pre-K **
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• Every street address in the city of Chicago is
assigned one attendance area (or 
“neighborhood”) elementary school.

• In most cases, your child can attend your
designated neighborhood school without
having to submit an application.

• For information on enrolling your child in 
your neighborhood school, contact the 
school directly.

• To find your neighborhood school, visit 
the CPS School Locator at cps.edu.

Academic 

Options: 

Your 

neighborhood 

school
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CPS School Locator

https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/schoollocator/index.html



5

• For any other school in the Chicago Public
Schools system, you will have to submit an
application if you want your child to be
considered for enrollment.

• You are not restricted to schools that 
are close to your home; there are a 
wide variety of academic options 
throughout the city.

• Applications are submitted the year
before your child will enroll – if your
child will enroll in fall 2020, you will 
submit your application in fall 2019.

Academic 

Options: 

Schools 

outside of 

your 

neighborhood 

school
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There are two main types of schools to which
you can apply:

• Choice Schools (Magnet Schools, Magnet 
Cluster Schools, and Open Enrollment
Schools), which are designed for all 
students and fill seats through a 
computerized lottery process. 

• Selective Enrollment Elementary 
Schools (Academic Centers, Classical 
Schools, and Regional Gifted 
Centers), which are designed for 
academically advanced students and 
require testing.

Academic 

Options: 

School Types
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Magnet Schools:
• Specialize in one subject area, such as fine arts, world

language, or technology
• Do not have a neighborhood attendance boundary, in most

cases
• Provide transportation to students who live between 1.5

and 6 miles, in most cases

Choice 

Schools: 

Magnet, 

Magnet 

Cluster, and 

Open 

Enrollment 

Schools

Magnet Cluster Schools:
• Specialize in one subject area, such as fine arts, world

language, or technology
• Have a neighborhood attendance boundary and 

accommodate neighborhood students first. Out-
of-attendance area students must apply.

• Do not provide transportation.

Open Enrollment Schools:
• Do not specialize in one subject area
• Have a neighborhood attendance boundary and 

accommodate neighborhood students first. Out-of-
attendance area students must apply.

• Do not provide transportation.
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Academic Centers:
Housed in high schools, Academic Centers allow high-achieving 
students to take high school classes in English, social studies, 
science, mathematics, world language, and music or art. This 
program serves grades 7-8.

Selective 
Enrollment 
Schools

There are four 
separate 
programs under 
the “umbrella” of 
Selective 
Enrollment 
Schools

Classical Schools:
These schools provide an accelerated program in literature, 
mathematics, language arts, world language, and the humanities. 
Some Classical Schools serve grades K-6, others serve grades K-8.

Regional Gifted Centers:
Regional Gifted Centers provide an accelerated instructional 
program that places an emphasis on thinking, reasoning, problem 
solving and creativity. In addition to rigor in the core content 
areas, instruction includes a world language or Latin, laboratory 
science, computer science and fine arts. Most Regional Gifted 
Centers serve grades K-8. A few serve grades 1-8.

Regional Gifted Centers for English 
Learners:
Housed in three elementary schools, these programs are 
designed to meet the needs of high-ability students whose 
primary language is Polish or Spanish. These programs serve 
grades K-8.
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• Students applying to grades K-4 can be 
tested without pre-qualifying, as long as 
they are age-appropriate and can separate 
from their parent.

• Applicants to grades 5-8 must pre-qualify
for testing, based on their NWEA MAP 
scores from the previous school year or 
report card grades, in the case of the 
Regional Gifted Centers for English 
Learners.

• There are two types of tests: the Classical 
Schools test measures reading and math 
skills. The test for the Academic Centers 
and Regional Gifted Centers measures 
critical thinking skills, reasoning, and 
problem solving.

Selective 

Enrollment 

Elementary 

Schools: 

Additional 

Information
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• Students should not be taken to the test 
site if they are ill. If you scheduled your 
child’s test via the online application site, 
return to the site and reschedule your 
child for another test date. If you 
submitted a paper application, contact the 
Office of Access and Enrollment on the 
first possible business day to make 
alternate testing arrangements.

• Transportation is provided within specific 
guidelines or street ranges. Consult the 
Elementary and High School Guide, 
located at cps.edu/oae (click ‘School 
Guides’) for specific information.

Selective 

Enrollment 

Elementary 

Schools: 

Additional 

Information
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Each Selective Enrollment program has 
specific eligibility requirements for students 
applying to grades 5-8.

• Academic Centers: At or above the 45th percentile in 
both reading and math on the NWEA MAP.

• Classical Schools and Regional Gifted Centers:  At or 
above the 60th percentile in both reading and math 
on the NWEA MAP.

• Regional Gifted Centers for English Learners: No 
lower than a B on their final grades in reading and 
math from the previous school year.

• Students with an IEP: At or above the 50th percentile 
in one subject (reading or math), and at or above the 
40th percentile in the other subject (reading or 
math) on the NWEA MAP.

Selective 

Enrollment 

Elementary 

Schools: 

Eligibility 

Requirements
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• Students are randomly selected for 
available seats in each grade through a 
computerized lottery process.

• The selection process for students 
applying for the entry-level grade (usually 
kindergarten) for magnet schools only
takes into account the socio-economic tier 
in which the student lives, and may 
consider how close the student lives to 
the school.

• Students who do not receive an offer for a 
seat are randomly assigned a waitlist 
number.

Magnet, 

Magnet 

Cluster and 

Open 

Enrollment 

Schools: 

Selection 

Process
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• Students are selected for the Regional
Gifted Centers and Classical Schools based
on the scores from the admissions exam.

• Students are selected for the Academic
Centers based on a point system, with
900 points possible, based on final grades
from last year, NWEA MAP scores and the
admissions exam score.

• The selection process for students 
applying for the entry-level grade takes 
into account the socio-economic tier in 
which the student lives. For the Academic 
Centers, the entry-level grade is seventh 
grade.

Selective 

Enrollment 

Elementary 

Schools: 

Selection 

Process
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The online process is HIGHLY recommended.

Through the online GoCPS site, you can 
schedule your admissions exams, receive 
email/text notifications, be notified of your 
offer(s), accept or decline offer(s), and 
withdraw from waitlists.

There are two 
ways to apply:
online OR paper.
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Eligibility

If you apply online, after you open your account you will see a list of all the 
elementary schools to which you can apply, including both Choice Schools and 

Selective Enrollment Schools. 
Non-CPS families applying to grades 5 - 8 will see this information after their student’s 

NWEA MAP scores have been uploaded to the online application site.

Eligible Not Eligible

For students going into Kindergarten, they are eligible for every school 
(Other than Drummond, Inter-American, or Suder Preschool Program)
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• You can apply to up to 20 magnet, magnet cluster 
and/or open enrollment schools.

• You can select your choices in any order; schools 
are not ranked in order of preference. The 
computerized lotteries are conducted separately 
for each school.

Choice Schools 
(Magnet, Magnet 
Cluster and Open 
Enrollment 
Schools)
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• Depending on the grade to which your child is 
applying, you can apply to up to six Academic 
Centers; up to six Classical Schools/Regional 
Gifted Centers; and up to three Regional Gifted 
Centers for English Learners. 

• If you apply online, you will submit your 
application and then schedule the exam(s) for any 
programs to which you applied.

• If you apply via paper application, you will submit 
your application to the Office of Access and 
Enrollment (OAE) and your child’s exam(s) will be 
scheduled by OAE. You will be notified via U.S. 
mail of the date, time and location of the exam(s).

Selective 
Enrollment 
Elementary 
Schools
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• Results will be released in April 2020.

• If you apply online, you will see your child’s 
results online. If your child receives an offer, you 
will be able to accept/decline it online.

• If you apply via paper application, your results  
will be mailed to your home. In addition, an 
online GoCPS account will be opened on your 
behalf, and results will be posted on your account 
as well. If your child receives an offer, you can 
submit a paper Confirmation Form or 
accept/decline it online.

Notification
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Students found to have engaged in fraud in order to 
gain entrance to a Selective Enrollment school or
program, or a magnet, magnet cluster, or open 
enrollment school, will be subject to removal from the
school.

In addition, any student found to have engaged in 
fraud in order to gain entrance to a Selective 
Enrollment school or program will be permanently
banned from attending any Selective Enrollment school
or program for the life of their enrollment in the
Chicago Public Schools.

Application 

Fraud

All families submitting applications should be aware 
that fraud will not be tolerated within the Chicago 
Public Schools system.
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Students are given sibling preference at magnet, magnet cluster 
and open enrollment schools. In order for your child to be 
considered as a sibling in the selection process, you MUST submit 
an application. If you do not submit an application, your child
cannot be considered for enrollment. 

Tips and 

Other 

Information
If your child is enrolled in a four-year-old preschool program at a
Chicago public school, and you want your child to be considered
for that school, you must submit an application (unless the school
is Drummond, Inter- American, or Suder, where the preschool
feeds into kindergarten).

If your children are multiples, be sure to submit a separate 
application for each student.
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Tips and 

Other 

Information

It is highly recommended that you attend Open Houses and 
conduct other research BEFORE you submit  your application. This 
cuts down on the need to modify your school choices later. Please 
note, however, that you can modify your application until the 
application deadline.

When ranking programs for the Selective Enrollment 
Elementary Schools, be sure to rank them in the order of 
your preference, as this is the order in which students are 
considered. If you want to re-rank your Selective 
Enrollment choices, you can do so up until February 3, 
2020.

Choice Programs are not ranked in any kind of order. 
Each computerized lottery is conducted independently 
from the others.
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First step: Create an account at go.cps.edu or login with previous credentials
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Second: Add primary guardian information
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Third: Click “NO” for the first two questions.
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FOURTH: Add Student Information

•Student’s grade is PK4
•Grade applying to is Kindergarten
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FIFTH: Student Dashboard. Add a new student if needed. Click on 
“Create 2020-2021” Application

Create 2019-2020 Application

Use this page to view the students that you have added to your account. To view the programs to which the students are eligible to 
apply, and submit your application for the 2020-2021 school year, click the button next to the student’s name labeled “Create 2020-
2021 Application.” If applicable, you can also view application results from the 2019-2020 school year by clicking the “View 2019-2020 
Application Results” button next to the student’s name. Note that if you are planning to apply to schools/programs with required
admissions screenings (i.e., admissions exams, auditions, information sessions or interviews), you will have to submit your application 
FIRST and then schedule your appointments.
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SIXTH: Select the student for which you are applying, and enter 
in more information. 

Student’s 
- Name

- Birthdate
- Address 

Appear Here

2020-2021
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SIXTH: Select the student for which you are applying, and enter in more information. 
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SEVENTH: Select Schools. You do NOT need to apply to your neighborhood school.
Use the “sort” function to search for different types of schools.
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Sort by:
-Application Type (Selective Enrollment OR Magnet / Magnet Cluster / Open Enrollment)

-By Program (Dual Language, Montessori, STEM, etc.)

-Distance from Home
-School Climate & Culture
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SEVENTH: Select Schools. 
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EIGHTH: Confirm school application. 
EXAMPLE: Open Enrollment
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EIGHTH: Confirm school application. 
EXAMPLE: Open Enrollment

Answer additional demographic 
questions on the confirmation page.
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EIGHTH: Confirm school application. 
EXAMPLE: Open Enrollment

Enter parent contact information. 
Affirm application using Parent 
Signature. Click “Next” to get to the 
last step and confirm.
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EIGHTH: Rank Selective Enrollment Choices 
EXAMPLE: Selective Enrollment
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Note: There is no sibling preference box for 
the selective enrollment application.
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EIGHTH: Confirm school application. 
EXAMPLE: Selective Enrollment

Enter parent contact information.
Affirm application using Parent Signature.
Click “Next” to get to the last step and 
confirm.
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• Early Entrance to Kindergarten is the admission of 
a student to kindergarten who will reach the age 
of five years old between the dates of September 
2nd and December 31st of the year in which they 
wish to enroll. 

• To apply for Early Entrance to Kindergarten, the 
student must have attended at least one year of 
preschool.  A testing fee of $50.00 will apply for 
Early Entrance to Kindergarten for city of Chicago 
residents; students who qualify for Free and 
Reduced Lunch waivers are exempt from the 
testing fee. 

Early Entrance to 
Kindergarten
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• Applicants must pass a development survey AND 
an academic and cognitive assessment.  

• You can apply during the fall/winter or the 
spring/summer. You cannot apply to both. (For 
information on the spring/summer process, visit 
go.cps.edu/accelerated-placement or contact the 
Office of Access and Enrollment in May 2020.)

• Students applying during the fall/winter will 
participate in the assessment process at an earlier 
age, but are able to be considered for a greater 
number of schools if they qualify for early entry. 
Students applying during the spring/summer will 
participate in the assessment at a later age, but 
can only be considered for schools that still have 
seats available at that time.

Early Entrance to 
Kindergarten
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• If you are applying during fall/winter, you will 
submit a paper Choice Elementary Schools and/or 
a Selective Enrollment Elementary Schools 
application, depending on the schools in which 
you are interested. You cannot apply online for 
Early Entrance. Paper applications can be 
accessed at go.cps.edu – click Elementary School 
and Apply.

• You will indicate on your application that you are 
applying for Early Entrance to Kindergarten, and 
you will apply to “K.”

• You will be contacted via email and robocall
between November 2019 and February 2020 to 
schedule the first part of the assessment process 
– the Developmental Survey. If your child achieves 
the minimum required score on the survey, your 
child will be scheduled for the academic and 
cognitive tests.

Early Entrance to 
Kindergarten
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• If your child receives the minimum required score 
(91st percentile) on both the cognitive and the 
academic assessment, your child will qualify for 
Early Entrance to Kindergarten.

• If your child qualifies for Early Entrance to 
Kindergarten, you will receive a letter which 
confirms that the student has fulfilled the 
necessary requirements for early entrance to 
kindergarten. You will keep this letter and submit 
it to the school in which the student will enroll for 
the 2020-2021 school year (if applicable).

Early Entrance to 
Kindergarten
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• If you applied to Choice Schools for your child, 
your child will be included in the computerized 
lotteries for these schools for kindergarten. If you 
applied to Selective Enrollment Schools for your 
child, your child will be scheduled for the 
admissions exam for the Classical Schools and 
Regional Gifted Centers for kindergarten.

• Application results will be released in April 2020. 
More information on Early Entrance to 
Kindergarten can be found at 
go.cps.edu/accelerated-placement.

Early Entrance to 
Kindergarten
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• Early Entrance to First Grade is the admission of a 
student to first grade who will reach the age of 
five years old between the dates of September 
2nd and December 31st of the year in which they 
wish to enroll. 

• To apply for Early Entrance to First Grade, 
students must: (1) turn six years old between 
September 2nd and December 31st of the school 
year for which they are applying; (2) have 
attended preschool and kindergarten at the same 
non-CPS school (daycare centers do not qualify 
for this process); (3) have been taught in 
kindergarten by an appropriately certified 
teacher; and (4) be deemed ready by the non-CPS 
school to work at the first grade level.

Early Entrance to 
First Grade 
(previously known 
as the First Grade 
Age Exception)
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• To apply, you will submit a paper Choice 
Elementary Schools and/or a Selective Enrollment 
Elementary Schools application, depending on the 
schools in which you are interested. You cannot 
apply online for Early Entrance.

• Your child will be included in the first grade 
lotteries for any Choice Schools to which they 
applied. If your child applied for any Classical 
Schools or Regional Gifted Centers, the Office of 
Access and Enrollment will schedule your child for 
testing and you will be notified via robocall and 
email of the date, time and location of the 
test(s). 

Early Entrance to 
First Grade 
(previously known 
as the First Grade 
Age Exception)
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• If you receive and accept a Choice or Selective 
Enrollment offer, or if you want to enroll your 
child at your neighborhood school, you will need 
to obtain a letter signed by the principal or 
director of the student’s current school which 
verifies that the student (1) attended the school 
for both preschool and kindergarten, (2) was 
taught in kindergarten by an appropriately 
certified teacher and (3) is ready for first grade 
work. 

• Submit your letter to the Office of Access and 
Enrollment at gocps@cps.edu in spring 2020. If 
the letter meets the requirements of the process, 
the Office of Access and Enrollment will send you 
a letter verifying that the student qualifies for 
Early Entrance to First Grade. You will present this 
letter to the school where your child will enroll. 

Early Entrance to 
First Grade 
(previously known 
as the First Grade 
Age Exception)

mailto:gocps@cps.edu
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Do you have any

Questions?

If you have any questions about 
the application process, contact 
the Office of Access and 
Enrollment at 773-553-2060 or 
gocps@cps.edu.


